
 

       

   

Bulletin No 3 March 2015 
 

SIA LICENCE FEES UPDATE – G4S WITHDRAWS PROPOSALS 
 

 
Dear Members  
 

Further to previous updates, negotiations have been continuing through your GMB national reps team and the company 
for some 14 months now regarding the company proposals to transfer the costs for the SIA licence to all employees, 
whose licences are currently paid for by the company. 
 
Many of you told GMB that you were strongly opposed to the company proposals and hundreds of you took the time to 
write both to GMB and the company expressing your concerns and anger at these unfair proposals. You may recall that 
the company withdrew its initial proposals in 2014 and committed to negotiate further with GMB with the aim to bring in 
new proposals for 2015. 
 
During this period many options and proposals have been explored and difficult discussions have taken place. Your GMB 
reps continued to argue that the proposals were unfair, unaffordable and not in line with the company position across 
other businesses within UK and Ireland. 
 
As of December 2014 no agreement had been reached and the company indicated that they would push ahead to 
introduce the costs by April 2015. This position was strongly resisted by your GMB reps and intense discussions 
continued during January 2015. 
 
At the January NNC the G4S senior management team advised that it was clear that agreement was not going to be 
reached with GMB and that the workforce felt strongly about the issue, on this basis and in the light of business licensing 
not being progressed at this stage by the government, the company have now formally withdrawn all proposals to transfer 
the cost of licensing to existing employees that currently have SIA licences paid for by the company. 
 
This is an extremely positive outcome and we thank members for your patience during these long drawn out and difficult 
negotiations.  
 
However the company do intend to recruit new starters that already hold an SIA licence or offer them a repayment loan - 
but they do not intend to cover licence fees for new starters. GMB are again opposed to this, as it will create a two tier 
workforce, and we will continue to campaign for all employees to be treated equally and fairly on the funding of SIA 
licences. 
 
Regards  

Jude Brimble  
GMB National Officer 
Commercial Services Section  
 

For all GMB Security News and to join GMB go to www.gmb.org.uk 


