
   

 
 

BULLETIN NO 16/OCTOBER 2015 
  
 

Your Safety Matters 
Dear Members 
 
This is a report back from GMB NNC reps National Health & Safety Meeting held 7 October. 
 
MPV Caged Moves 
 
A detailed discussion took place regarding GMB concerns on the position the company have adopted for moving 
additional prisoners in the cells whilst also having a DP in the cage.  The GMB position is that a fourth member of 
staff is required to ensure members’ safety is not compromised. We believe that a crew of four is needed to ensure 
employee safety, prisoner welfare and safety and to ensure enough resources are in place for all procedural 
requirements to be carried out under a safe working practice.  The Company have agreed that the matter be 
referred back to the SOP committee for further review. GMB have requested copies of the risk assessments that 
have been done.  
 
Control & Restraint Equipment at Court 
  
GMB expressed concerns that whilst the company had agreed to undertake an audit of what was currently in place, 
we had not yet received any update. GMB are keen to work with the company to ensure that C&R equipment is 
provided at every location and that members are not left relying on calling on a shared facility.  GMB impressed that 
it was of paramount importance that progress be made on this.  The company agreed to pick up with GMB lead on 
health & safety, Chris Wilson ASAP, on the audit progress so that equipment can be ordered and provided in each 
GEOAmey court 
 
Ligature Knives at Court 
 
GMB raised concerns on the recent SOP changes that now requires the ligature knife to be issued to a named 
officer, GMB are concerned that assigning the knife to be the sole responsibility of one officer, could put undue 
pressure on individuals, and could lead to confusion about the location of the knife should an officer be called away 
and an emergency takes place at that point in time. The company have agreed to refer the issue back to the SOP 
Committee. 
 
Regards  
 
Jude Brimble  
National Officer 
 
 
 
 
You can join online at www.gmb.org.uk/join or contact Jim Edgar, GMB National Chairperson, on 07720 953451. He 
will put you in touch with your local GMB representative. 

http://www.gmb.org.uk/join

