
 

 

COVID-19 UPDATE. (APRIL 2020) 

FAO ALL GMB MEMBERS. 

 

The Company and the GMB National Negotiating Committee had an emergency 
conference call on Monday 30th March to discuss the impact on the Company of the 
current coronavirus epidemic. The meeting heard that the background for the 
decision to call the meeting was due to severe reduction in the number of prisoners 
being transported, the closure of courts and a significant reduction in IPT moves. 
 
Mark Eckersley confirmed that prisoner throughput was reduced by 61%, the 
number of Courts sitting has reduced from 175 to 87 and IPT moves have halved 
and this was affecting the number of staff required on a daily basis. 
 
In spite of the above the GMB and the Company have agreed the following 
 
a) That the Company are not looking to reduce Staffing Levels 
b) That contracted hours will be continued to be paid 
c) That with effect from the 1/4/20, Contractual Hours will be credited each day, i.e. 
No Negative Hours whilst the current situation is ongoing. 
 
As a consequence of the above and the unprecedented situation we find ourselves 
in the Company will require that members will take the two week’s annual leave as 
previously announced and that more flexibility will be required in working in the 
Courts which remain open. This will ensure that all officers are treated fairly and the 
GMB have agreements in place which protect any increased mileage expenses and 
associated costs. 
 
There is also an expectation that there will be No Additional Hours available whilst 
we continue with the current crisis. 
 
PPE was also discussed and the Company have confirmed that gloves, goggles and 
masks have now been sourced and all locations that require PPE will receive this as 
a matter of Urgency. 
 
Finally the GMB can assure all members that we will continue to protect your 
interests in these difficult times and that if you have any questions arising from this 
Bulletin please contact your local Rep. 
 
Please Stay Safe. 
 

Jim Edgar                                                                                       Roger Jenkins 

National Convenor                                                                       National Officer. 

 



  


